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HISTORY OF THE CHAPEL OF THE ORDER 

The Chapel of the Order of St. Michael and St. George, in St. Paul’s Cathedral, was formally 

dedicated in 1906. Fifteen years earlier, the enterprising Archdeacon of London, William  

Sinclair, had spoken of his visionary quest to find a spiritual home for the Order. He          

announced his plan at the Imperial Federation Banquet. 

This seems to have been something of an individual campaign by the Archdeacon. There is no 

record of a prior consultation with the Cathedral Chapter and no known connection with the 

Order. 

Great debates ensued about the suitability of the Archdeacon’s ideals, in particular his wish 

that the Knights of the Order should be given banners, as this appears to have created a    

precedent and would involve substantial costs. 

In 1895, Robert Gregory, Dean of St. Paul’s, announced that he was happy to support the 

campaign, and suggested that the Wellington Chapel could be dedicated for the purpose. The 

name ‘Wellington’ referred to the area of the Cathedral, in the South West corner, used to 

construct and temporarily house the monument in memory of the Duke of Wellington. It had 

also been the area used at one time for the Consistory Court of London. 

The Dean of St. Paul’s expressed the view that dedicating a Chapel gave the Order an       

opportunity to be recognised in a similar way to the Order of the Garter at St. George’s   

Chapel, Windsor, and the Order of the Bath at Westminster Abbey. In consultation with 

Members of the Order of St. Michael and St. George, the Dean was happy to say that: ‘It 

would be a  pleasure to us to do what we can to meet these wishes’. Furthermore, the Chapter 

was prepared to contribute £250 towards the estimated cost of £1,000 for ‘the expense of 

properly fitting up the Chapel’. 

The Prelate of the Order had traditionally been appointed from amongst the serving colonial 

Bishops.  With the advent of a dedicated Chapel, it was proposed that in future the Prelate 

should be resident at home rather than abroad, but with strong overseas connections. In the 

early years of the twentieth century, a committee was set up and an appeal launched to further 

the establishment of the Chapel. The total raised by the appeal was £7,200. Because of the 

limited size of the Chapel, it was agreed that the inaugural service required the use of the 

whole Cathedral. This took place on 12th June 1906, attended by both the King, and the 

Prince of Wales as Grand Master, along with other distinguished participants, including all 

Members of the Order in ‘full dress and insignia pertaining to their rank’. At that Service, the 

Prelate preached on the text of Ephesians 6:13. 

 



 

An Annual Service was agreed and the liturgy written specially by Bishop Collins of         

Gibraltar. A Service was also established to commemorate those Members of the Order who 

had died during each previous year. 

By 1911 the Prelate proposed the involvement of the Dean and Chapter in the Order, but this 

particular debate proved to be a lengthy one and it was 1967 when the Dean of St. Paul’s  

became ex officio Dean of the Order. 

Improving and decorating the Chapel continued for many years, most particularly under the 

patronage of Bishop Henry Montgomery who, as Prelate of the Order from 1905-1932, was a 

most vigorous and enthusiastic campaigner for the promotion of the Order on behalf of its 

Members. After his death, very few alterations were made to the Chapel until discussions  

began in 1967 to plan for a budget of £4,000 to undertake new refurbishments. A new statue 

of St. Michael, designed in contemporary style, was dedicated in 1970 and the altar was given 

a new frontal. 

Until 1955 the Annual Service was held on or near St. George’s Day, but from 1956 onwards 

the date was moved to June because the greatest number of visitors was expected then, with 

an annual dinner held at the Corona Club. Until the 1960s, the Service predominantly featured 

the reading of lists of deceased and the subsequent removal of banners from the Chapel. Some 

thought there was too much emphasis on the dead rather than the living. For the 1965 Annual 

Service, revisions were made, the funeral march omitted and colour was introduced to the  

cover of the Service order. Until 1938 the Service was held in the Chapel, but to allow for the 

larger numbers in attendance, a decision was made to hold an opening Service in the Chapel 

and then proceed to the nave of the Cathedral. Since 1961 attendance by the Sovereign has 

usually assumed a pattern of every seven or eight years. In 1990 the decision was made to 

hold a full Ceremonial Service every two years, and in between to invite Members of the  

Order to Evensong in St. Paul’s Cathedral on or near 29th September, the feast of St Michael.  

In 2008 it was decided to hold a full Ceremonial Service every four years, with effect from 

2013. 



SERVICES IN THE CHAPEL OF THE ORDER 

 

Living Members, including honorary Members, may have the following Services in the Ca-

thedral:  marriage of a Member of the Order or of the son or daughter of a Member; baptism 

of a child or grandchild of a    Member.  All take place according to the rites of the Church of 

England.  Step-children and step-grandchildren will be treated as children and grandchildren, 

for as long as their parent is married to a Member of the Order.  Memorial Services for a 

Member of the Order may also take place.  The Order’s Chapel will accommodate a congre-

gation of approximately eighty. 

In the first instance, a Member wishing to make use of the Chapel should apply to the Deputy 

Secretary at the address given at the beginning of this Report.  He will then confirm with the 

authorities at St. Paul’s that, in principle, the Service may take place and will put the Member 

in touch with the Weddings and Baptisms Co-ordinator.  The Cathedral authorities will also 

advise you whether the Chapel of St. Michael and St. George or the Chapel of St. Faith, in the 

Crypt will be the better place for your event.  The Cathedral authorities make a charge for the 

Services referred to above and will notify the exact amount to the Member. 

It should be noted, however, that the Chapel of the Order is not ideal for a Wedding.  It is 

sometimes noisy due to its position in the main body of the Cathedral which is open to      

visitors.  It also has limited seating and musical facilities.  Members may be offered the use of 

St. Faith’s Chapel in the Crypt as an alternative.  St. Faith’s Chapel is more conducive to a 

Marriage Service being situated away from the general public and having a good seating   

capacity at approximately 350.  The decision as to which Chapel may be used rests finally 

with the Dean. 

 

The Chapel of the Order of St Michael and St George 

Credit: Mr Peter Smith, St Paul’s Cathedral 



PRAYERS FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE ORDER 

 

Prayer of the Order 

Grant unto us, O Lord, the royalty of inward happiness and the serenity which comes from 

living close to thee. Daily renew in all Members of the Order of Saint Michael and Saint 

George the sense of joy, and let thy eternal Spirit dwell in our souls and bodies, filling every 

corner of our hearts with light and gladness: so that, bearing about with us the infection of a 

good courage, we may be diffusers of life, and meet all that comes, of good or ill, even death 

itself, with courage and faith: giving thee thanks always for all things. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Commemoration 

 

The following prayers are suggested by the Officers of the Order for use at the Funeral or 

Memorial Service of a Member of the Order:- 

 

O Eternal God, before whose face the generations rise and pass away, thyself unchanged  

abiding, we bless thy holy name for all who have completed their earthly course in thy faith 

and following, and are now at rest; we remember before thee this day all Members of the  

Order of Saint Michael and Saint George in fellowship with their families and all who mourn 

them, rendering thanks to thee for the gift of their friendship and for their life of service and 

devotion.  To them, with all the faithful departed, grant thy peace: let light perpetual shine 

upon them: and in thy loving wisdom and almighty power work in them the good purpose of 

thy perfect will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Or 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hast given to mankind the sense of thankfulness and dost 

sustain us with the wonder of memory, we bless thy holy name for all thy servants who, being 

Members of the Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, have left to us the example of   

service and loyalty.  We humbly commend the soul of thy servant, …….., into the hands of a 

faithful creator and merciful Saviour.  Through the merits of Jesus Christ thine only Son our 

Lord. Amen. 



 

THE CHAPEL MAINTENANCE FUND 

 

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 208482 

The cost of the maintenance of the fabric of the Chapel and the cost of the Annual Services 
are met from the Chapel Maintenance Fund of the Order of St. Michael and St. George, a 
Registered Charity which was established under Deed of Trust dated 9th April 1957.  The 
accounts which have been independently examined for the financial year ended                  
31st December 2017 will be found elsewhere in this Report. 
 

Members of the Order are invited to subscribe to this Charity and tax payers to Gift Aid their 
donation if they wish.  Copies of the relevant forms are enclosed with this Report.  The     
Officers of the Order thank all those who have subscribed during the past year. 

 

A number of Members of the Order do not make any contribution to the maintenance of the 
Chapel.  While this may be due to oversight, it does leave the burden on those who make an 
annual payment.  Would those in this category please reconsider and use the Banker’s Order 
form which is enclosed. 

 

 

STALL PLATES IN THE CHAPEL OF THE ORDER 

Those visiting the Chapel of the Order wishing to locate an arms or name plate should be 
aware that a list of plates together with a plan of the Chapel is available on request from the 
Virger’s department.  This list will be on display at the annual Services of the Order. 

 

 



 

 

ACTIVITIES DURING 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE AND RECEPTION 

A Service for Members of the Order and their guests was held in St. Paul’s Cathedral at         

11 a.m. on Thursday 28th June 2018.  No Collection was taken during the Service .  The Ser-

vice was preceded by a Reception in the Locarno Suite of the Foreign and Commonwealth 

Office at 6 p.m. on Wednesday 27th June 2018. 



 

THE COMMEMORATION OF THE DEPARTED 

During the Service of the Order, the Lady Usher of the Blue Rod read out the following 
names of those Members of the Order whose deaths had been noted in the Chancery since the 
previous Service. 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

Companions 

Knights and Dames Commander 

  

  

 

Knights Grand Cross 



 

NEW APPOINTMENTS TO THE ORDER 

 

The following Appointments to, and Promotions within, the Order have been made: 

16th June 2017 

Knights and Dames Commander 

 

 

Companions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st January 2018 

His Excellency Sir Emmanuel Cenac GCMG 

8th January 2018 

Dame Prunella Mason GCMG DA 



31st December 2017 

Knights Grand Cross 

 

 

Knights Commanders 

 

 

 

 

 

Companions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

YOUR CONTACT DETAILS 

 

The Central Chancery would like to keep Members informed, as soon as it is possible, of 
future events.  The Central Chancery’s new database now has the facility to record email  
addresses and would be grateful if Members could provide these details so that we may be 
able to keep you up to date with notices and events.  Where we do not have an email address 
the Annual Report and other notices will be sent out by post.  It should be noted that dates for 
future services are not fixed years in advance and we will be able to notify you by email of 
events and services. 

Please send your up to date contact details either via email to:  

gareth@ccok.x.gsi.gov.uk  

 or by post to  

 

   Gareth J. Hunt 
   Clerk of the Order of St Michael and St George 
   Central Chancery of the Orders of Knighthood 
   Stable Yard 
   St James’s Palace 
   London 
   SW1A 1BH  
 

 
 



 

 

ACTIVITIES DURING 2019 

 

LECTURE & EVENSONG 

 

Due to the ceremonial service taking place this year there will be no Lecture and no Evensong 
  

 

 

 

You can also apply through the website of the Central Chancery here:   

 www.centralchancery.org.uk/Home/SMSGService 

 



 

FUTURE RECEPTIONS AND SERVICES 

The eighth of the Order’s Lectures, and the next Evensong and Reception will take place in 
2019, then the next ceremonial service following the Bicentenary will be in 2021 in order to 
restore the original schedule. 

 
 

SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE ANNUAL REPORTS 

The Officers of the Order would like to encourage Members to suggest items for inclusion in 
future Annual Reports.  Please forward your suggestions to the Clerk of the Order at the     
Central Chancery, Mr. Gareth Hunt, at the address given at the beginning of this report or by 
email: gareth@ccok.x.gsi.gov.uk. 

 

INSIGNIA VALUATIONS 

Members might be interested to know that the current replacement value of insignia is as  
follows: 

 

GCMG  £6,017.16  

LADIES GCMG £3,247.84  

KCMG  £5,293.92  

DCMG  £4,311.12  

CMG   £1,113.24  

 

REGISTER OF THE ORDER 

 

The Register of the Order at 31st December 2018 shows the following numbers of Members 
(including Additional Members but excluding Honorary Members):- 

 

Knights and Dames Grand Cross       73 

Knights and Dames Commander     212 

Companions        929 

      1,214 



 



 

 

SPEAKERS FOR SCHOOLS 

 

Speakers for Schools provides state schools with access to a network of voluntary speakers 
dedicated to giving inspirational and engaging talks to young people for free. Speakers for 
Schools was launched in October 2011 with a series of talks in state secondary schools around 
England.  It is the idea of Robert Peston, former BBC Business Editor and now ITV’s Politi-
cal Editor, who wants young people in disadvantaged state schools and colleges to have the 
same opportunities to hear from         inspirational speakers as those who attend well known 
independent schools.  The aim is to broaden the horizons and raise the aspirations of young 
people.  Speakers for Schools aims to have 1000 speakers who can address the big topical 
issues of the day: technological,         scientific, political, economic, historical, cultural, artis-
tic, ecological and ethical.  Over 750 people have already agreed to participate including 
many CEOs, politicians, media and arts people, scientists, entrepreneurs and academics. 

The way it works is as follows:  Speakers kindly agree to give at least one talk per annum.  
Schools and speakers are matched based on the topics and areas of interest the school has 
selected.  Once a speaker has agreed to speak, Speakers for Schools will liaise with the school 
to confirm dates and to send contact details and other relevant information to both.  Final  
arrangements are then made between the speaker and the school. 

Because we believe Members of the Order have unique experience in their fields, the Officers 
of the Order would like to encourage Members to sign up as a voluntary speaker.  If any 
Member is interested, please register your details with the organisation through their website: 
www.speakers4schools.org.  When registering, please identify to Speakers for Schools that 
you are a Member of the Order of St. Michael and St. George and inform the Chancery of the 
Order that you have registered. 

 

FUTURE OVERSEAS TRIPS 

 

If you are interested in attending or organising a trip overseas, please register your interest 
with Mr. Gareth Hunt, the Clerk of the Order telephone 020 7024 5762 or email 
gareth@ccok.x.gsi.gov.uk. 

http://www.speakers4schools.org/
mailto:gareth@ccok.x.gsi.gov.uk


 

 

EMBLEM OF THE ORDER 

 

 

The Officers of the Order are pleased to advise Members that an Emblem has been produced 
for Members of the Order to purchase.  The Emblem allows male and female Members of the 
Order to wear a representation of their award in their everyday life.  The Emblem costs 
£42.00 inclusive of VAT.  If you are interested in purchasing an Emblem, please contact 
Toye, Kenning & Spencer at Coram Street, London WC1N 1HA, or by telephone on +44 (0)
20 7400 5756, or alternatively you can purchase online at www.thetoyeshop.com 

 

 

 

http://www.thetoyeshop.com
















ORDER FORM 

THE ORDER OF ST. MICHAEL AND ST. GEORGE 

BY PETER GALLOWAY 

 

Please send me ___________ copies at the price of £15 per copy inclusive of postage and packing to 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Channel 

Islands and the Isle of Man.        £________ 

 

For postage to mainland Europe please include a further £11.10 per copy.  £________ 

 

For postage to non-European countries please include a further £22.27 per copy. £________ 

 

Payment must be made in Sterling please. 

 

I enclose a *Sterling Cheque/Postal Order/UK Bank Draft/Euro Cheque for: £________ 

 

Made payable to:  THE ST. MICHAEL AND ST. GEORGE CHAPEL MAINTENANCE FUND 

(Please use block capitals) 

 

 

NAME  ________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS  ________________________________________________________ 

 

  ________________________________________________________ 

 

  ________________________________________________________ 

 

POSTCODE  ________________________________________________________ 

 

*Please delete as applicable 

Return to: 

 

CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD 
ST JAMES’S PALACE 

 LONDON  
SW1A 1BH 





JEWELLERY 
 
There are now the following items available. 
If you are interested please contact the silversmith directly.  
 
 Alistair Campbell 
 Unit 14,  West Calder business Centre 
 6 Dickson Street, West Calder 
 West Lothian 
 EH55 8DZ 
 
Mob: 07831 550243 
Email: afcampbell@ymail.com  
 
The Order is not charging a royalty on these items, but it suggests instead that purchasers 
should make a voluntary gift aided donation to the Chapel fund of a minimum of £5 for each 
item ordered (to be made to the Order not to Mr Campbell). 
 
(Prices quoted below are approximate and for guide purposes only as the price of the raw  
materials fluctuates on a daily basis, items can be manufactured in gold upon request.) 
 
 
Sterling silver cuff links with medallions of St Michael and St George.  £50 to include p&p 
 
Elliptical brooch (6cm across) in sterling silver Price circa £120 to include p&p  
 
Circular design of brooch (4cm diameter) with swiveling medallions to allow a choice of St 
Michael or St George (not in photograph) price about £200 
 
Gold brooch (9ct) with St George on one side (as seen in the photo) and St Michael on the 
other. Price about £450 but £320 for a single sided medallion with your choice of Saint. 
 
A Honey Spoon with your choice of Saint (either Saint Michael or Saint George) at a cost of 
£145 
A Caddy Spoon, with choice of Saint (either Saint Michael or Saint George), at a cost of £90 
 
 

 



Accounts 






